
Children and Young People’s Services Committee 
 
Thursday 1 October 2015  
 
Boardroom, Education Authority (Antrim)  
 
2.00 pm 
 
Present Mrs P Carville (Chairperson), Rev A Adams, Ms Á Andrews,       

Mrs M Culbert, Mr M Gray-Sloan, Sr C Hegarty, Mr E Jardine,     
Mrs D McDonald, Ms S O’Connor, Miss R Rainey  

 
In Attendance Mr G Boyd, Dr C Mangan, Mrs A McCormick, Mr T Murphy,          

Miss N Topping, Mrs P Ward, Miss C Hall 
   
Apologies  Mrs N Lappin, Dr A McMorran 
 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and thanked members for making 
diary adjustments to facilitate the commencement time. 
 
1 Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chair reminded members of the requirement to declare any conflicts of 
interest during the course of the meeting, including conflicts which may arise 
where members may be a governor of a school listed in the tabled paper in 
relation to statutory assessment. 

 
2 Minutes of Children and Young People’s Services Committee Meeting held 

on 3 September 2015 
 
 On the proposal of Mr Jardine, seconded by Miss Rainey, the minutes of the 

meeting held on 3 September 2015 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
3 Matters Arising from Minutes  
 

Given the substantive nature of the Draft Elective Home Education Policy item, 
members agreed that other matters arising from the previous meeting should be 
addressed in the first instance.  
 
3.1 Establishment of Officer Review Group 
 
 The establishment of an officer review group to consider communication 

issues between officers in special education sections and parents has 
been discussed with assistant senior education officers (CYPS) and a 
small group comprised of special education officers will be convened to 
commence a review and engagement in relation to the existing parental 
communication framework and ways in which this could be enhanced. 

 
 With regard to identifying a process for the Education Authority in 

establishing engagement with children and young people about 

CYPS/11/15/3 
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consultation on key issues, the heads of youth have been tasked with 
developing an appropriate mechanism to engage with young people.  An 
update will be provided at a future meeting. 

 
3.2 Ratification of Statements 
 
 Information contained in tabled papers relating to the profile of statutory 

assessments has been emailed to members following the September 
meeting. 

 
3.3 Draft Education Authority Improving Attendance – Action Plan  

2015-2018 
 
 As agreed at the September meeting, a letter has been issued to schools 

from the Education Authority reinforcing key messages relating to school 
attendance. 

 
3.4 Regional Advisory Group Evaluation 2014/15 
 
 The Regional Advisory Group Evaluation for 2014/15 has been 

forwarded to the Department of Education for consideration. 
 
3.5 Draft Elective Home Education Policy 
 
 Following consideration of the consultation process regarding the Draft 

Elective Home Education Policy issued by legacy boards at the 
September meeting, Miss Topping provided members with an overview 
of the draft policy which had been circulated.  This included the 
legislative background, safeguarding issues, procedures for elective 
home education, children with SEN and the mechanism for bringing 
about change in the annual review process, the minimum standards for 
children who are home educated, financial support and the monitoring of 
programmes on an annual basis.  Mrs Ward then outlined minor 
adjustments which have been made to the consultation response 
document since the September meeting. 

 
 Members discussed monitoring visits, safeguarding of children, the 

publication of responses, number of responses to the consultation, 
clarification of the data provided in the narrative and data included in 
table format.  Members expressed concern that the Education Authority 
may not be aware of all children who are home educated. 

 
On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Mrs McDonald, the 
following actions for progressing the development of an Elective Home 
Education Policy were agreed: 
 

 Publication of the final version of the consultation feedback report. 
 

 Submission of the final version of the consultation feedback report to 
the Department of Education. 
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 Officer engagement with EA solicitors to fully determine the correct 
interpretation of all relevant legislation, including United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

 

 Establishment of a working group by the Education Authority to take 
forward the development of a final Draft Elective Home Education 
Policy with representation from relevant stakeholders. 
 

 Officers would, at a future date, seek approval from the Children and 
Young People’s Services Committee on a final draft policy, prior to 
further public consultation.     

 
 The Chair thanked officers of the Children and Young People’s Services 

for their reports. 
  

4 Chairperson’s Business 
 

4.1 Community Relations 
 

Members were informed of Community Relations Week which runs from 
28 September to 4 October 2015, the theme of which is “One Place, 
Many People”.  A number of events planned across Northern Ireland 
involve Education Authority officers. 
 

4.2 Attendance 
 
 An event is being scheduled for December 2015 to celebrate the full 

attendance of pupils after either 12 or 14 years of education.  Members 
would be invited to attend along with the young people and 
parents/guardians. 

 
4.3 Additional Induction – Special Education 
 

Members were asked to consider if any further induction was required in 
relation to special education which could be provided as a presentation to 
the committee.  A member suggested that further clarification in relation 
to information presented in the monthly statutory assessment reports 
would be useful.  Any further suggestions to be forwarded to Dr Mangan. 
 

4.4 Northern Ireland Assembly Education Committee 
 

Members were informed that Dr Mangan, along with Department of 
Education officials, would attend the Assembly’s Education Committee 
on 21 October 2015 regarding the Review of Special Educational Needs 
provision. 
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5 Special Education 
 

5.1 Statutory Assessment Overview 
 

Dr Mangan referred to a tabled document providing analysis tables 
relating to statutory assessments issued and maintained by the 
Education Authority by region on a monthly basis up to October 2015.  
Additional tables included the regional profile by SEN categories defined 
by the Department of Education and a summary of the type of SEN need 
by sub-region for 31 March 2015 and 1 October 2015.  Detailed 
discussion ensued regarding this information. 
 
Members were advised that an audit of learning support centre provision 
was ongoing.  At members’ request, it was highlighted that information on 
Stage 3 services across the 5 sub-regions should be collated for 
consideration at a future meeting. 
 

Mrs Culbert declared an interest in item 5.2. 
 

5.2 Ratification of Statements 
 
 Members’ attention was drawn to the summary of additional assistance 

and estimated costs for October 2015-March 2016 associated with the 
statements proposed to make final, amend or cease.   

 
On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Mrs Culbert, it was agreed 
that the proposed, amended and ceased statements of special education 
needs be approved for the month of October.  Members’ approval 
included a final amended statement not listed in the tabled 
documentation. 

 
6 Youth Service 
 

6.1 Together Building a United Community (T:BUC) Summer Camp Pilot 
Progamme (2015) 

 
 Mr Murphy and Mrs McCormick gave a presentation on the range of 

approaches to school based youth work within the Education Authority 
regions.  This included the models of delivery, issues impacting on young 
people, the range of youth work programmes and outcomes for schools 
and pupils, along with an outline of the Learning Together Pilot 
Programme.  Members expressed particular interest in the potential 
dissemination of this programme and its likely benefit to pupils who may 
have additional special educational needs. 

 
 The Chair thanked the youth service officers for their comprehensive 

presentations and indicated that members would welcome invitations to 
attend youth service events. 
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7 Any Other Notified Business 
 

7.1 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Children and Young People’s Services 
Committee would take place on Thursday 5 November 2015 at 10.30 am 
in a seminar room in Antrim Board Centre. 
 

The meeting closed at 4.20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson           Date 

 
 
 
 


