
Children and Young People’s Services Committee      
Thursday 28 June 2018         
 
Board Room, Education Authority (Antrim) 
 
11.00 am 
 
Present    Mrs P Carville (Chair), Rev A Adams, Ms Á Andrews, Mr D Cargo, Mr J Craig, 

Mrs M Culbert, Mr E Jardine, Mr G Lundy, Ms S O’Connor, Dr A McMorran, 
Mr O McMullan, Miss R Rainey. 

 
In Attendance  Mr G Boyd, Dr C Mangan, Mrs R Bell, Mrs P Ward, Mrs P Woods, Mr N Craig, 

Mrs S Gamble, Mr C McNickle.  
 
 
1 Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chair reminded Members of the requirement to declare interests during the course of the 

meeting. 
 
2 Minutes of Children and Young People’s Services Committee Meeting held on 7 June 

2018 
 
 On the proposal of Mr Jardine, seconded by Mr Lundy, the minutes of the meeting held on 

7 June 2018 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
3 Matters Arising from Minutes 
 

3.1 Visits to North Belfast Area Project and Magnet Young Adult Centre Project (3.3)  
 
 Dr Mangan informed Members that officers would bring forward dates and times of visits 

to the next meeting.  
 

3.2 Special Schools Engagement (6) 
 
 Dr Mangan informed Members that visits had been organised to Arvalee School, Omagh 

and Rathore School, Newry. It was noted that the level of uptake was very low and that 
it would be necessary to revisit this matter in the autumn.  

 
3.3 Youth Service Inspection Report, Brooklands Youth Centre, Dundonald (9) 
  
 Dr Mangan informed Members that information on attendance at youth centres, for 

people aged between 22 and 25, would be presented at the next meeting. 
 
4 Chairperson’s Business 
 
 Authority to Process Statements during July and August 

 
 On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Dr McMorran, it was agreed that officers would 

receive delegated authority to process statements on the Committee’s behalf during July and 
August. Statements processed in this way would be presented to the Committee in September 
for information. 

 
 Action: Delegate authority given to officers to process statements on the Committee’s behalf 

during July and August. Report on these statements to be provided to the Committee in 
September. 
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5 CYPS Financial Report 
 

 Mr Craig drew Members’ attention to the total special educational need 2018/19 forecast 
spend (£248.437m). Mr Craig highlighted that the forecast spend was based on spend to 
31 May 2018, the 2017/18 outturn, existing pay pressures, inflation and other adjustments. 
This represented a projected £4.372m overspend when compared to the 2018/19 initial 
budget (subject to review). Following a query from a Member it was noted that a budget 
workshop was scheduled for Thursday 5th July to consider budget profiling in more detail.  

 
 Members noted projected overspends in youth funding of £399k (recurrent core) and £2.075m 

(recurrent earmarked). This related to provisions such as summer camps and allocations 
which were expected later in the financial year; this would redress this spend. 

 
 Members noted that £180k savings had been achieved to date. The initial agreed savings 

target for 2018-19 was £7.357m and £4.798m was forecast to be achieved by year end. The 
Chair of the Board said that savings achieved to date were commendable and stressed that 
the difficulties associated with further savings should not be underestimated. 

 
 The Committee noted the financial report** (CYPS/6.1/18/6). 
 
6 Draft Terms of Reference – CYPS Transformation Framework 

 
 Mr Boyd withdrew this paper from the agenda. 
 
7 Special School Inspection, Riverside School, Antrim 
 
 The Committee noted a report of an inspection* (CYPS/6.1/18/8.1), in May 2018, of Riverside 

School and that, owing to the impact of action short of strike being taken by the teachers, ETI 
was unable to assure parents/carers, the wider school community and stakeholders of the 
quality of education being provided to the pupils. It was further noted that this would be 
reflected in future inspection activity. A discussion ensued on the impact of strike action on 
ETI’s ability to inspect and report. 

 
 A Member welcomed the key finding that the senior leadership had identified the need to 

quality assure further the consistency of the monitoring and evaluating processes to measure 
more effectively the impact of identified actions on school improvement and pupil outcomes. 

 
 A Member paid tribute to the parents and local community who had supported a fund-raising 

initiative to develop the outdoor learning resources in the school. 
 
8 Special Education 
 
 (The Chair and Mr Craig declared an interest in this item) 
 

8.1 Ratification of Statements 
 

Mrs Bell referred Members to a document** (CYPS/6.1/18/9.1) which demonstrated the 
profile of cases across the 5 EA offices. Members noted that no statements had ceased 
and that no notes in lieu of statements had been issued. 
 
On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Ms O’Connor, the Committee approved 
the proposed and amended statements up to 28 June 2018. 

 
8.2 Statutory Assessment Overview 
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Mrs Bell referred Members to a document** (CYPS/6.1/18/9.2) which provided an 
overview of the Statutory Assessment process up to 28 June 2018. The percentage of 
pupils with statements across the region was 6.02% and Members noted that the pupil 
leavers’ data for June 2018, estimated to be 1920 pupils, was not included in this figure. 
A discussion ensued on the proportionality of statements in relation to school population 
in other UK regions. A Member referenced the Warnock Report (1978) which stated that 
around 20% of children have special needs for some part of their educational career. 
 
Members noted the percentage of new statements per EA office and regional variances 
were highlighted. Dr Mangan undertook to provide further analysis of EA variances at a 
future meeting. 
 
Action: Further analysis of statements according to SEN categories to be presented at 
a future meeting. 
 
The Committee noted the Statutory Assessment Overview Report. 

 
9 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the CYPS Committee would take place on Tuesday 11 September 2018 
at 10.30 am in Antrim Board Centre.  

 
The meeting ended at 11.54 am. 

 
 
 
 
Chairperson           Date 
 
 *Paper issued with Committee agenda             ** Paper  tabled at Committee meeting 


