
EAB/1/16/7.1.1 
Children and Young People’s Services Committee  
 
Thursday 3 December 2015  
 
Conference Room 1, Education Authority (Antrim)  
 
10.30 am 
 
Present Mrs P Carville (Chairperson), Rev A Adams, Ms Á Andrews,           

Sr C Hegarty, Mrs N Lappin, Dr A McMorran, Ms S O’Connor,   
Miss R Rainey  

 
In Attendance Dr C Mangan, Mrs A Kee, Mrs S Lawlor, Mrs T Logan,                  

Mrs M Maguire, Mrs J Matthews, Miss C Hall  
   
Apologies  Mrs M Culbert, Mr E Jardine, Mrs D McDonald 
 
 
1 Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chair reminded members of the requirement to declare interests during the 
course of the meeting. 

 
2 Minutes of Children and Young People’s Services Committee Meeting held 

on 5 November 2015 
 
 On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Sr Hegarty, the minutes of the 

meeting held on 5 November 2015 were agreed as a correct record subject to 
the following amendment: 

 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The date should read “January 2016”. 

 
3 Matters Arising from Minutes   

 
3.1 Draft Elective Home Education Policy (3.2) 
 
 The Draft Elective Home Education Policy consultation responses would 

be published on the Education Authority’s website on 4 December 2015. 
 
3.2 Attendance Event (3.3) 
 
 An update was provided on the event to celebrate the full attendance of 

pupils after either 12 or 14 years at school to be held in Limavady High 
School on 18 December 2015.  Unfortunately, the Minister for Education 
was unable to attend the event.   However, officers continue to work to 
identify a sports personality/public figure to attend. 
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4 Chairperson’s Business 
 

4.1 Children and Young People’s Services Committee - Temporary 
Change of Date 

 
The Chair had received correspondence from a member of the 
committee asking if members would consider a change of date for the 
February and March 2016 committee meetings as the member was 
involved in meetings with another organisation.  It was felt that this could 
set a precedent, however, it was agreed that members would be 
consulted on their availability in the first instance. 

 
5 Education Authority Business Plan 2015-16 – Children and Young 

People’s Services Target Update 
 
 Dr Mangan referred to the Children and Young People’s Services section of the 

Education Authority’s Business Plan which had been presented to members at 
the September 2015 meeting.   

 
The circulated document now includes updates on each target up to                
30 November 2015.  Dr Mangan referred members to the status description for 
targets which had been achieved, were on track for achievement and 
clarification was provided on targets which were described as not likely to be 
achieved. 

 
 Members agreed that, to assist the Education Authority to meet specific targets, 

it would be helpful to write to local Health and Social Care Trusts and to ask the 
Department of Education to write to the Department of Health, Social Services 
and Public Safety, to highlight the importance of supporting the Education 
Authority in completing Personal Education Plans for children within the 6 
month stipulated timeframe.  

 
A further update, along with evidence to support the status descriptor, will be 
provided to members at the March 2016 meeting to coincide with the end of the 
financial year. 
 
Members noted the document and commended officers within the Children and 
Young People’s Services directorate on the progress which has been made. 

  
A member expressed an interest in receiving a copy of the new strategic plan 
on the development of Irish Medium provision across regional and local levels 
(target 2.19e). 

 
6 Special Education 
 

6.1 Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Bill 
 
 The Chair welcomed Mrs Lawlor and Mrs Matthews from the Department 

of Education and Mrs Logan from the Education Authority to the meeting. 
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 Mrs Lawlor provided the background and an update on work which had 
been undertaken on the Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND) 
Bill, including new duties for which the Education Authority would have 
responsibility.  The Bill had completed Consideration Stage at the 
Northern Ireland Assembly’s Education Committee this week.   

 
 Mrs Matthews provided an outline of the replacement of existing SEN  

regulations which the Education Authority would be required to follow as 
a result of the amended SEND Bill.  Consultation on new regulations and 
key aspects of the Code of Practice would take place with key 
stakeholders and the Department of Education would develop training 
and capacity building.  Consideration would be given to the timing of 
commencement of aspects of the Bill. 

 
It is anticipated that the SEND Bill would complete Further Consideration 
Stage and Final Stage by January 2016 and that the consultation on 
Regulations and Code of Practice would take place between January and 
March 2016, with Royal Assent expected in March 2016. 
 
Mrs Logan referred to workstreams which legacy education and library 
boards had set up in relation to progressing work to assist with the future 
implementation of SEND legislation.  Workshops with Education 
Authority officers have already taken place and further workshops have 
been arranged for early in the New Year to continue the consultation 
process with officers on current outputs from workstreams, to continue to 
assist the Department of Education with development of Regulations and 
Code of Practice and plan and develop training for schools. 

 
 Members discussed the reduction in the timeframe for production of 

statements, provision of dispute and mediation arrangements, reduced 
timeframes for statutory assessment, the rights of children over 
compulsory school age, simplified annual review process, new provisions 
for Boards of Governors and the Learning Support Co-ordinator’s role 
and title. 

 
 The Chair thanked DE officials and the EA officer for their informative 

presentations. 
 

Mrs Lappin left the meeting at 12.30 pm. 
 
6.2 Statutory Assessment Overview 
 

The committee noted the analysis paper which set out the number of 
statements issued and maintained by sub-region on a monthly basis from 
April 2015 to December 2015 and the profile of pupils within the various 
SEN categories by region and sub-region.  Attention was given to the 
additional assistance and estimated costs from 1 December 2015 to     
31 March 2016 for those statements proposing to make final or amend in 
November 2015.   
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Members were advised that commencement of statutory assessment 
panels in September 2015 was expected to have an impact on the SEN 
information profile from March 2016 onwards. 

 
6.3 Ratification of Statements 
 
 The committee considered the statutory assessment report. On the 

proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Miss Rainey, the committee 
agreed to approve the proposed, amended and ceased statements of 
special education needs for December 2015.   

 
7 Youth Service 
 

7.1 Education Authority and Engagement with Children and Young 
People 

 
 Following the meeting in October 2015, youth service officers were 

requested to identify a process by which the voice of the young person 
could be reflected in the work of the Education Authority. 

 
 Mrs Kee referred to a circulated paper, the purpose of which was to 

inform the Education Authority on engagement with children and young 
people on key issues which may impact on their educational 
experiences.  The paper outlined a rationale for engagement and 
consultation and noted a range of methodologies resulting in a strategy 
of engagement on generic educational issues and in response to specific 
service delivery requirements.  The proposed engagement strategy 
would facilitate the Education Authority in its communications with 
children and young people who are in formal education and those who 
aged 4-25 years who access youth facilities. 

 
 On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Rev Adams, the committee 

agreed the proposed engagement strategy. 
 
8 Education Authority Pre-School Group (Admissions and Planning) – Draft 

Terms of Reference 
 
 Mrs Maguire provided background on the 5 Pre-School Education Advisory 

Groups (PEAGs) which had been established, chaired and administered by 
legacy education and library boards to assist with the planning and admissions 
process for pre-school education. 

 
The Education Authority is in the process of establishing an Education Authority 
Pre-School Education Group (EA PEG) to replace the 5 PEAGs.  The EA PEG 
would report to the Children and Young People’s Services Committee on pre-
school education and admission planning arrangements and consist of 16 
members from statutory and voluntary sectors. In discussion with legacy PEAG 
members, the 5 PEAGs would continue to operate until March 2016 to allow 
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sufficient time for appropriate approvals and establishment of the group to 
become effective from April 2016. 
 
Amended Draft Terms of Reference were tabled for members’ information and 
would require EA Board approval, prior to the establishment of the EA PEG.  
Discussion ensued on the Draft Terms of Reference, including the nomination 
process to the EA PEG, the role of the group and the provision of advice and 
information to the Department of Education by EA officers. 

 
On the proposal of Ms O’Connor, seconded by Miss Rainey, the Draft Terms of 
Reference were agreed, subject to the insertion of the phrase “when requested 
or as required by DE” at amended point 6. 
 
Finally, the valuable contribution of legacy members of the 5 PEAGs was 
commended by the committee. 

 
9 Any Other Notified Business 
 

9.1 Pre-School Education Advisory Group (Western Region) – minutes 
of meeting held on 22 October 2015 

 
Members noted the minutes of the Education Authority’s (Western 
Region) Pre-School Education Advisory Group meeting held on              
22 October 2015 which had been tabled for information. 
 
Once established, EA PEG minutes would be ratified by the Children and 
Young People’s Services Committee. 
 

9.2 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Children and Young People’s Services 
Committee would take place on Monday 18 January 2016 at 10.30 am in 
Antrim Board Centre. 

 
The Chair, on behalf of the Children and Young People’s Services Committee, 
wished members and officers Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
The meeting closed at 12.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson           Date 

 
 
 


