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Children and Young People’s Services Committee 
 
Thursday 3 November 2016 
 
Conference Room 1, Education Authority (Antrim)  
 
10.30 am 
 
Present Mrs P Carville (Chairperson), Rev A Adams, Mr D Cargo,            

Mrs M Culbert, Sr C Hegarty, Mr E Jardine, Dr A McMorran,          
Ms S O’Connor, Miss R Rainey 

 
In Attendance Mr G Boyd, Ms N Topping, Mrs A Kee, Ms K Claydon 
   
Apologies Ms Á Andrews, Mr J Craig, Mrs N Lappin 
 
1 Declaration of Interest 

 
The Chair reminded members of the requirement to declare interests during the 
course of the meeting. 

 
2 Minutes of Children and Young People’s Services Committee Meeting held 

on 6 October 2016  
 
On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Rev Adams, the minutes of the 
meeting held on 6 October 2016 were agreed as a correct record. 

 
 It was noted that Mrs D McDonald should be removed from the names of 

members on all relevant documentation. 
 
3 Matters Arising from Minutes   
 

3.1  Attendance Award Event 2016 
 

Members were updated on the event which has been scheduled for Friday 
16 December 2016 at 11.15 am (time to be confirmed) at the Integrated 
College in Dungannon.  The date has been set taking account of young 
people returning home from University.  The school is delighted to be 
hosting the event and has been involved in a substantial amount of work 
related to raising attendance. 
 
Letters have been issued to schools informing them of the event. 
 
An attendance certificate for pupils of P7 and Year 10 is being prepared.  
Letters have been issued to schools requesting information on attendance. 
 
The cost of certificates will be minimal as numbers will be small and this 
will be taken forward once schools have returned the necessary data. 
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3.2  Draft Consultation and Communication Plan for the Implementation 
of the Review of Residential and Outdoor Education 
 
The Chair welcomed Mrs Kee to the meeting. 
 
It was noted that Mrs Kee and Mr McGreevy had met with Trade Union 
Representatives on 20 October 2016 to consult them on the report and 
associated recommendations.  The Trade Unions had requested a period 
of 3 to 4 weeks to consult with their members which were agreed.  On the 
afternoon of Wednesday 8 November 2016 information would be 
disseminated to staff.  The public consultation is to be launched on 
Monday 14 November 2016.  It was noted that it was necessary to make 
some minor adjustments to the implementation plan timetable due to the 
extended consultation. 
 

Dr A McMorran entered the meeting at 10.35 am. 
 
Members raised questions in relation to any discussions or 
communications between EA and the Education Committee in Stormont.  
Members were informed that Ms O’Connor has written to the Chair but has 
received no response to date.   
 

Sr C Hegarty entered the meeting at 10.40 am. 
 
The Chair thanked Mrs Kee for her informative updates. 

 
4 Chairperson’s Business  
 

There were no items to be discussed. 
 
5 Early Years’ Strategic Review   

 
5.1 Minutes of the EA Members’ Sub-Group Meeting held on 6 October 

2016 
 

Mr Cargo presented the minutes to the committee. It was noted that all 
future minutes would come through CYPS Committee.   

 
5.2 Project Initiation Document  
 

Members were referred to the Project Initiation Document which will use 
PRINCE II methodology.  Other documents to be noted were the Terms of 
Reference and details of the main elements of the review including an 
engagement strategy and communication plan.  It was noted that the 
project manager is Mrs Pat Ward and date of completion for the review is 
scheduled for the end of March 2017 with implementation by September 
2017. 
 



Children and Young People’s Services Committee               Thursday 3 November 2016 

 

3 

Officers commended the plan to the committee and were pleased with the 
document.  The importance of the involvement of senior officials was also 
recognised. 

 
On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Mrs Culbert, the paper was 
approved. 

   
6 Elective Home Education 
 

The Chair welcomed Ms Topping to the meeting. 
 
Ms Topping updated members and spoke to the papers provided on Elective 
Home Education including the draft Terms of Reference, the DE Framework for 
Elective Home Education and a draft action plan for developing guidance and 
procedures on Elective Home Education to be considered and approved by the 
Committee. 
 
Ms Topping drew members’ attention to key issues in relation to the Draft 
Terms of Reference and the legal context.  Members were advised that EA 
officers are currently working with EA Solicitors on these issues, the main issue 
relating to the debate with the Children’s Law Centre regarding the United 
Nations legislation.  It is not anticipated that the final draft will be contentious. 
 
Membership of the group was discussed by the Committee.  
 
Members commented on the difficulty of trying to navigate in an unclear 
scenario in terms of legislation.  It was emphasised that it is procedure that is 
being reviewed and not policy.  Members felt that caution should be exercised 
in proceeding with the matter but were reassured to hear that it was within 
current legislation. 
 
A member asked if home education was increasing and was informed that 
approximately 300 children are participating and this number is increasing 
slightly on an ongoing basis. 
 
Members expressed concern about the risk of not knowing all children who 
were currently involved in home education and of those who are known how 
often the families were contacted.  Members were informed that currently the 
law requires one visit per year but that the family is under no obligation to admit 
EA officers.  It was noted that there is currently no consistent approach across 
EA to this process.   
 
In relation to the DE Framework document it was noted that this had been 
updated and reissued and that consideration would have to be given to the 
resources available as implementation gets closer. 
 
Members commented on 4.1 of the DE Framework document and the lack of 
definition regarding “full-time” and “suitable” education.  It was also the view of 
the committee that 4.3 which refers to the possibility of EA establishing a 
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voluntary register of parents, could be a contentious point for the home 
educators.   
 
Significant discussion took place with regards to the function of EA and the role 
of the Department of Education and Social Services in relation to Home 
Education.  Due to the significant concerns of members in relation to the 
safeguarding of children and young people deemed to be “outside” of the 
system it was agreed that Mr Boyd would write to the Department of Education 
and seek clarification on who is responsible for the safeguarding of children in 
these circumstances.  Members also requested that officers contact Social 
Services to discuss the issues presented and to have reassurance that there 
are adequate systems in place between departments to deal with these matters. 
 
It was also agreed that members would benefit from a presentation on the 
Education Welfare Service. 
 
Members discussed the consultation process and who will be consulted ie the 
300 referred to currently recorded. 
 
On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Miss Rainey, the draft action plan 
for developing guidance and procedures on Elective Home Education was 
approved. 
 
The Chair thanked Ms Topping for her informative updates.   
 

7 Special Education 
 

7.1  Ratification of Statements 
 

Mrs Carville declared an interest in this item. 
Mr Cargo declared an interest in this item.  

 
The committee considered the Ratification of Statements report.   
 
A member acknowledged the amount of work involved in producing the 
document.   
 
It was noted by members that the vast majority were for Classroom 
Assistants.  Discussion took place around the benefit of Classroom 
Assistants and the culture in N Ireland with regards to the statementing 
process.   

 
A member queried information regarding a particular entry relating to a 
child moving from statementing to home education.  The officer was 
unable to comment on the individual case but informed members that it is 
not uncommon for a parent to opt for home education in those 
circumstances dependent on the individual needs of the child but would 
clarify the position.   
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On the proposal of Ms O’Connor, seconded by Mr Jardine, the committee 
agreed to approve the report. 

 
7.2 Statutory Assessment Overview 
 

The committee acknowledged the level of expertise involved in each 
individual statement and noted the analysis paper. 

 
8 Date of Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting of the Children and Young People’s Services Committee 
would take place on Thursday 1 December 2016 at 10.30 am in Antrim Board 
Centre.   

 
The meeting ended at 11.45 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson           Date 

 

  
 


