
Children and Young People’s Services Committee      
 
Thursday 4 May 2017         
 
Boardroom, Education Authority (Antrim) 
 
10.30 am 
 
Present    Mrs P Carville (Chairperson), Rev A Adams, Ms Á Andrews, 
 Mr D Cargo, Mr J Craig, Mrs M Culbert, Sr C Hegarty,  
 Dr A McMorran, Mr O McMullan, Ms S O’Connor, Miss R Rainey 
 
In Attendance  Dr C Mangan, Ms C Bell  
 
Apology        Mr E Jardine  
 
 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting.   
 
1 Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chair reminded members of the requirement to declare interests during the course of 

the meeting. 
 
2 Minutes of Children and Young People’s Services Committee Meeting held on 6 April 

2017 
 
 On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Mrs Culbert, the minutes of the meeting held 

on 6 April 2017 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
3 Matters Arising from Minutes 
 

6.1 Delivery of Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
 
 Dr Mangan informed members that both she and the Interim Head of Youth Service 

had attended a meeting on 2 May 2017 with the Chair of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards and Kate Thompson.   It had been agreed that both would attend the October 
meeting of the Children and Young People’s Services Committee. 

 
 Northern Ireland Audit Office - Report on Special Education 
 
 Dr Mangan advised members that a meeting had taken place on 12 April 2017 with 

DE and the NIAO and that she had attended on behalf of the EA.  Further to this 
meeting, the third iteration of the NIAO’s report was issued on 26 April 2017. 

 
 Members noted that there continued to be concerns in relation to the report and that 

the EA had been asked to provide further written feedback.  Dr Mangan would meet 
with relevant EA officers the following day regarding further points of clarification. 

 
4.1 Extended Provision Scheme 

 
 Members noted that the second tranche of the Extended Provision Scheme had 

closed and that the assessment of applications had been completed.  Groups would 
be advised of the outcome in the next few days. 

 Dr McMorran left the meeting at 12.25 pm. 
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 In response to a member’s query in relation to the NIAO report, Dr Mangan stated that 
NIAO hoped to publish the report soon, however, DE was continuing to engage with 
the NIAO in relation to the final version. 

 
 Dr McMorran returned to the meeting at 12.35 pm. 
  
4 Chairperson’s Business 
 

4.1 Deputy Chief Education Welfare Officer  
 
 The Chair formally acknowledged the recent death of Margaret Monaghan, Deputy 

Chief Education Welfare Officer, who had passed away on 25 April 2017 after taking 
ill in work.  She informed members that members of the committee who were aware of 
Margaret’s professional contribution to the EA had attended her funeral. 

 
4.2 Review of Nursery Provision in Special Schools 
 
 The Chair of the Board informed members that she had taken exception to comments 

made through the media by a political representative in relation to the delay of the 
Review of Nursery Provision in Special Schools.  She stated that the comments had 
been inaccurate and unhelpful and stressed that the reason for the delay was related 
to the political context with a subsequent impact on the EA’s proposed consultation 
timeline.   

 
5 Independent Counselling Service for Schools (ICSS) - Overview 
 
 The Chair welcomed Ms Cathy Bell, Adviser with responsibility for the ICSS to the meeting.  

She reminded members that this service had transferred from DE to the EA in September 
2016.   

 
 Ms Bell informed members that the ICSS was an independent school based service and 

gave an overview of the work of the service including: 
 

 strategic objectives of the ICSS; 

 the policy framework; 

 counselling in the ICSS; 

 current yearly budget; 

 key components of the ICSS; 

 provision of a drop-in facility; 

 ICSS referral process. 
 

Members noted that between September 2015 and June 2016, 4,731 referrals had been 
made to the ICSS and that 26,685 counselling sessions had taken place, an average of 4-6 
sessions per client.   
 
Ms O’Connor declared an interest in this item. 
 
Discussion took place regarding counselling providers.  Dr Mangan informed members that 
as there was not adequate time to commence and complete a procurement process, a 
paper would be brought to the committee to facilitate the extension of existing contracts for 
2 more years and that DE had secured funding for the service until 2019.  In order to 
continue the service beyond 2019, the EA would have to carry out a procurement process 
which would give other organisations the opportunity to express an interest.  She stated that 
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the main issue that would arise at this stage was the potential extension of the service into 
the primary sector. 
 
It was agreed that members would receive an electronic link to the counselling handbook for 
schools. 

 
 Mrs Culbert and Ms Andrews left the meeting at 1.10 pm. 
 

The Chair thanked Ms Bell for her presentation and continued work in the ICSS.  
 

6 Intercultural Support Service - Request to Change Name 
 
 The Chair reminded members that in December 2016, the committee had approved the 

amalgamation of the Inclusion and Diversity Service and the Traveller Education Support 
Service.  The proposal was to create a single service which would be known as the 
Intercultural Support Service.  She drew members’ attention to the brief paper which had 
been circulated. 

 
 Dr Mangan informed members that since this was approved, it had become apparent that 

the name of Intercultural Support Services and its resulting acronym (ICSS) was similar to 
the Independent Counselling Service for Schools (ICSS) which created difficulties, 
particularly for finance codes.   

 
On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Sister Chris Hegarty, it was agreed that the 
name be changed to Intercultural Education Service with an acronym of IES before any 
rebranding is taken forward for September 2017. 

 
7 Special School Inspections 
 

Members had previously requested updates on special schools which had been inspected. 
 

7.1 Sustaining Improvement Inspection - Kilronan Special School 
 
 Members noted the Report of a Sustaining Improvement Inspection of Kilronan 

Special School which had taken place in March 2017.  The school continued to 
demonstrate a high level of capacity for sustained improvement in the interest of all 
the learners and the ETi would continue to monitor how the school sustains 
improvement. 

 
 It was suggested that EA should advocate the dissemination of good practice through 

the School Development Service.  
 
8 Special Education 
 

8.1 Ratification of Statements 
 
 Mr Craig declared an interest in this item. 
 

Dr Mangan drew members’ attention to Table 1 - Statements Overview up to 4 May 
2017 and Table 2 - Additional Assistance and Estimated Costs from 4 May 2017.  The 
committee considered the Ratification of Statements report.  
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On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Miss Rainey, the committee agreed to 
approve the proposed, amended and ceased statements of special educational needs 
up to 4 May 2017. 

 
8.2 Statutory Assessment Overview 

 
Dr Mangan drew members’ attention to Table 4 - Comparison Data on Proposed to 
Formal Statements and Ceasing Statements. 
 
One member suggested that it would be helpful to access further information on the 
number of children who have statements by year group.  This could be considered on 
a quarterly basis. 

 
Dr Mangan suggested holding a short workshop for committee members on this area 
in the future. 
 
Members noted the Statutory Assessment Overview Report.  

 
9 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Children and Young People’s Services Committee would take place 
on Thursday 1 June 2017 at 10.30 am in Antrim Board Centre.   

 
 
The meeting ended at 1.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson           Date 
 
 
 


