
Children and Young People’s Services Committee      
 

 
Thursday 6 April 2017         
 

Boardroom, Education Authority (Antrim) 
 

10.30 am 
 
Present    Mrs P Carville (Chairperson), Rev A Adams, Ms Á Andrews, 
 Mr D Cargo, Mrs Monica Culbert, Sr C Hegarty, Mr E Jardine,  
 Dr A McMorran, Mr O McMullan, Ms S O’Connor, Miss R Rainey 
 

In Attendance  Mr G Boyd, Dr C Mangan, Mr K Shields, Miss N Topping  
 

Apology        Mr J Craig       
 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting.  She also welcomed the return of political 
nominees, including new member Mr Oliver McMullan, who were in attendance in an 
observational capacity.   
 
 

1 Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chair reminded members of the requirement to declare interests during the course of 
the meeting. 
 
 

2 Minutes of Children and Young People’s Services Committee Meeting held on 
2 March 2017 

 

 On the proposal of Rev Adams, seconded by Miss Rainey, the minutes of the meeting held 
on 2 March 2017 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
 

3 Matters Arising from Minutes 
 

3.1 Draft Report of the Strategic Review of Nursery Provision in Special Schools 
 

Dr Mangan reminded members who had been in attendance at the last board 
meeting, that a draft paper outlining Early Years SEN interim arrangements for 
September 2017 had been discussed and agreed.  The paper was available on the 
members’ website. 
 

Recent engagement had taken place with officers from Special Education, 
Educational Psychology as well as Special School Principals.  It was intended that a 
Press Release would be issued giving clarification in relation to the interim 
arrangements. 
 

6.1 Delivery of Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
 

 Dr Mangan informed members that the meeting which was to take place with 
representatives from the Duke of Edinburgh Awards office had been rescheduled.  A 
revised date had been agreed. 

 

 Northern Ireland Audit Office - Report on Special Education 
 

 Dr Mangan reminded members of discussion which had taken place at the last 
Children and Young People’s Services Committee meeting regarding the NIAO’s 
Report on Special Education.  The NIAO has agreed to a meeting with the 
Department of Education with attendance from the Education Authority; this meeting 
has been arranged for 12 April 2017.   
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 In response to a member’s question as to whether the committee would have an 
opportunity to see the NIAO report, Dr Mangan stated that this was the NIAO’s report 
and that the EA would receive a final copy in due course. 

 

 Mr Boyd explained that the NIAO was controlled by strict regulations and protocol and 
it was NIAO practice to embargo its reports until they were issued. 

 

 In relation to the Draft Report of the Strategic Review of Nursery Provision in Special 
Schools, a member asked if the report would be put on the website and if Committee 
members would be given an opportunity to see it before it goes to the board. 

 

 Dr Mangan stated that, because of the election period, the EA could not proceed with 
the public consultation phase of the review and therefore, the report had not yet been 
finalised.  Prior to bringing the final report to the EA Board, there would be a further 
meeting with the Project management Board and a member sub-group.  A workshop 
had also taken place in January for board members. 

 
4 Chairperson’s Business 

 

4.1 Extended Provision Scheme 
 

 The Chair referred members to the recent media coverage regarding youth service 
funding.   

 

 Dr Mangan gave members a summary of the chronology of events and steps being 
taken by officers to address the issues.  She reminded members that at the last 
committee meeting, it had been agreed to progress the application process for youth 
groups to bid for funding under the Extended Provision Scheme on the understanding 
that funding had not yet been secured. Dr Mangan stated that the EA had received a 
funding allocation on 23 March 2017 and had issued letters to groups on both Friday 
24 March and Monday 27 March 2017.  However, media coverage had been given to 
groups who had received funding last year but were unsuccessful on this occasion.  
Members discussed the reasons for the groups being unsuccessful.  

 

 Dr Mangan informed members that the criteria had not changed and that in the past, 
funding had been managed across the 5 regions.  This year, to enable consistency, a 
single panel had assessed applications. 

 

 Members noted that a number of meetings intended to communicate more accurate 
information on the Extended Provision Scheme had taken place with elected 
representatives, councillors and other groups.   

 

 Members acknowledged that officers had processed applications quickly.  However, 
further consideration and communication needed to be given to the impact of the 
decision.  

 

 It was noted that it was the general belief that the EA was cutting youth services.  Mr 
Boyd stated that at this stage, there was no intention to reduce youth funding. 

 

 One member stressed the need for a Youth Committee to try to improve how the EA 
delivers youth provision.  Members noted that a workshop on youth would take place 
on Thursday 25 May 2017 prior to the board meeting and that issues discussed at this 
meeting would form the basis of the agenda. 
 

Mr Boyd said he intended to make a statement in relation to the EA running a second 
tranche of applications for the Extended Provision Scheme.  
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5 Children and Young People’s Strategy 2017-2027 Consultation Document - Draft EA 
Response 

 

 The Chair welcomed Mr Kieran Shields to the meeting.   Mr Shields gave an overview of the 
DE 2017-2027 Children and Young People’s Strategy Consultation Document.   He 
informed members that a new 10 year strategy was required to replace the previous 2006 
strategy and to take into account new legislative, policy and operational contexts including 
the Children’s Services Co-operation Act (NI) 2015.  He stated that DE had consulted 
widely prior to its publication of the draft strategy in December 2016, with inputs from 
parents, children and young people and participation networks including Parenting NI.   
Consideration was given to the draft EA response to this document. 

 

 On the proposal of Ms O’Connor, seconded by Mr Jardine, the EA’s response to the 
Children and Young People’s Strategy Consultation Document was approved, subject to the 
following suggested amendments by members: 

 

 Page 24 - reference should be made to the recognition of learners as they transfer 
from post-primary school to work and consideration of alternative pathways to 
employment. 

 

 Page 23 - a box should be ticked at point 3. 
 

Mrs Culbert left the meeting at 12.05 pm. 
 

 Page 26 - there are circumstances when remaining in their own community or within 
extended kinship care might not be the best solution for the child.  In some cases, it is 
best for professionals to make the decision.  The needs of the young person should 
be paramount. 
 

 Page 34 - there is a need for a further and more consistent development across all 
schools of pre-employment support for school leavers.  In addition to GDSCE 
accreditation, it should also include other qualification frameworks which could assist 
employability. 

 

 The Chair thanked Mr Shields for his attendance at the meeting. 
 
 

6 Consultation on Draft Adoption and Children Bill - Draft EA Response 
 

The Chair welcomed Miss Nicola Topping to the meeting.   
 

Miss Topping informed members that adoption legislation in the North of Ireland was almost 
30 years old.  The key aim of the Adoption and Children Bill was to enhance the existing 
legal framework for adoption to make it more consistent with the principles and provisions of 
the Children (NI) Order 1995 and international human rights requirements.  She advised 
that the provisions in the Bill would extend and strengthen provision in the Children Order to 
enhance the services provided to children, their parents and carers and improve outcomes 
for Looked After Children. 
 

Miss Topping advised members that the legislation was likely to be introduced in Spring 
2018 and it was expected that Royal Assent would be sought in 2019. 
 

 Mrs Culbert returned to the meeting at 12.08 pm. 
 

 Members discussed the draft response and sought clarification on specific aspects of this 
submission. 
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In relation to Page 24 - Point 2.9 Corporate Parenting, it was pointed out that as the 
response to the second question was “No”, a comment should be inserted into the third box. 

 

 On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Ms O’Connor, members approved the EA’s 
response to the Consultation on the Draft Adoption and Children Bill.  

 
 

7 Elective Home Education - Update 
 

The Chair reminded members that Elective Home Education was first addressed at a 
Children and Young People’s Services Committee meeting in September 2015 and felt it 
would be helpful if members received an update on progress.  She asked Miss Topping to 
apprise members of the current position. 
 

Miss Topping reminded members that a working group had been established to progress 
the key actions agreed by the Children and Young People’s Services Committee in relation 
to Elective Home Education.  The group had met regularly during the 2016-17 academic 
year and a range of stakeholders including the Children’s Law Centre; Safeguarding Board 
for Northern Ireland; Home Education NI; DE and representatives from EA participate in the 
group.  She advised members that EA guidelines in relation to Elective Home Education 
were progressing with some revision to the timeline. 
 

Mrs Culbert left the meeting at 12.20 pm. 
 

It was proposed to bring the draft document to the Children and Young People’s Services 
Committee in September 2017 rather than June 2017.   Following a period of consultation 
and approval, it was intended to implement the final guidelines in March 2018, or as soon 
as possible thereafter. 
 

Mrs Andrews left the meeting at 12.22 pm. 
 

Members were pleased to note that the home education community had been actively 
involved in the process.  A member suggested that it might be useful to engage with 
families who are hard to reach to involve them in the process. 
 
 

8 Minutes of Education Welfare Service Review Project Board Meeting held on 
28 March 2017 

 

Dr Mangan stated that the review of the Education Welfare Service had now commenced.  
She advised that at its first meeting on 28 March 2017, the project board had agreed the 
PID and Terms of Reference for the review. 
 

Members noted the minutes of the first meeting of the project board. 
 

Gavin Boyd and Nicola Topping left the meeting at 12.30 pm. 
 
 

9 Minutes of Strategic Review of Nursery Provision in Special Schools Project Board 
Meeting held on 29 March 2017 

 

Dr Mangan informed members that a meeting of the project board had taken place on 
29 March 2017.  The purpose of the meeting was to update members on the strategic 
review and to share a paper in relation to interim arrangements for September 2017, which 
had been approved by the EA Board on 30 March 2017. 
 

A date would be arranged for the EA members’ sub-group to meet and consider if another 
workshop was required. 
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Members noted the minutes of the project board meeting held on 29 March 2017. 
 

10 Special School Inspections 
 

Members had previously requested updates on special schools which had been inspected. 
 

10.1 Sandelford Special School Inspection Report 
 

Dr Mangan informed members that Sandelford Special School had been inspected in 
January 2017 and had received an outstanding report.   
 

Members noted that the Chair of the Board had raised the matter of comments which 
had been made by ETi with the previous permanent secretary and deputy secretary. 
 

It was agreed that a letter, signed by the Chair of the Children and Young People’s 
Services Committee, would be sent to Sandelford acknowledging the outcomes of its 
recent inspection report. 
 

In relation to a member’s queries on accommodation and health and safety issues 
outlined in the report, Dr Mangan stated that there had been engagement with the 
Operations and Estates Directorate in relation to the work that needed to be carried 
out. 

 

10.2 Drumard KS4 EOTAS Inspection Report 
 

Members noted that the Drumard KS4 EOTAS Centre had received an overall good 
inspection report. 

 

10.3 Follow-up Inspection Fleming Fulton School 
 

 Members discussed the second follow-up to the inspection of Fleming Fulton School 
and noted the key findings in the report. 

 

 The importance of the publication of the area plan was highlighted and issues around 
post-primary provision noted. 

 

10.4 Sustaining Improvement Inspection Donard Special School 
 
 Members noted that Donard School continued to demonstrate a high level of capacity 

for sustained improvement in the interests of all the learners and that the ETi would 
continue to monitor the school’s continued improvement. 

 
11 Special Education 
 

11.1 Ratification of Statements 
 

Mr Cargo declared an interest in this item. 
 

Ms O’Connor left the meeting at 12.50 pm. 
 
The committee considered the Ratification of Statements report.   
 

On the proposal of Miss Rainey, seconded by Mr Jardine, the committee agreed to 
approve the proposed, amended and ceased statements of special educational needs 
up to 6 April 2017. 

 

11.2 Statutory Assessment Overview 
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Members noted the number of statements issued and maintained by the EA at the 
beginning of April 2017 and the increase in statements compared to the start of the 
last financial year. 
 

The Statutory Assessment Overview Report was also noted by members.  
 

12 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Children and Young People’s Services Committee would take place 
on Thursday 4 May 2017 at 10.30 am in Antrim Board Centre.   

 
 
The meeting ended at 12.55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson           Date 
 

 

 


