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Joint Consultative Forum Meeting  

 

on 
 

Wednesday, 17 May 2017 @ 10.30am 
 

Education Authority, 40 Academy Street, Belfast 
 

 
NOTES OF MEETING 

 
Present: 
 

Ann Marrion Association of Education Psychologists 
Anne Moore Save the Children 
Carol Johnston Corporate Development Officer, EA  
Caroline Rutherford Extern 
Cathy Lavery Equality, EA 
Denise Walker GMB 
Dermot McCluskey Disability Action 
Donal Collins Equality Commission 
Gary Scullion Operations & Estates Logistics & Fleet Manager, EA 
Gavin Boyd The Rainbow Project 
Gavin Duffy QUB School of Education  
Helena Macormac NAHT(NI) – Policy Director 
Irene Graham UNISON 
Jacquie White UTU - Deputy General Secretary 
Kathryn Stevenson Children's Law Centre 
Kevin Hillick UNISON 
Kelly Maxwell Autism NI 
Laura Lundy QUB School of Education 
Monika Culbert Sinn Fein 
Natalie Whelehan Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People (NICCY) 
Paddy Skates Women’s Forum 
Peter Hutchinson Department of Education 
Peter McCallion Committee for Education, NI Assembly 
Robert Sye Department of Education 
Rosemary Rainey EA Board Member 
Seán ÓMuireagáin Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta 
Sharon Lawlor Department of Education - Special Education & Inclusion Review Team  
Sheena Herron ATL 
Shirley McKenna CCMS - Senior Education Adviser 
Simon Stewart SAIL 
Susan Parlour NASUWT 
Teresa Rafferty EA - CMSU 
Tony Wilson EA - CMSU 

 
 

1. Welcome and Introduction 
Tony Wilson (Joint Chair - JCF)  
Tony welcomed members to the Forum meeting.  He highlighted the new JCF Information 
Leaflet which was distributed at the meeting and introduced today’s speakers. 
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2. Updates from the Department of Education 
 
2.1 Progress towards the new SEN framework 

Sharon Lawlor, Special Education & Inclusion Review Team, Department of Education 
Sharon began her presentation by introducing the new SEN Framework, including new 
duties, new rights and the new code of practice to forum members.  She highlighted the 
new duties placed on the Education Authority including the reduction from 29 to 22 days to 
make parental representations and this commenced on 30th September 2016. 
 
Questions Raised 
Question 1: 
Q: Kathryn Stevenson (Children’s Law Centre) asked about training. 
A: Sharon replied that training would be required on the areas highlighted. 
 
Question 2:  
Q:  Susan Parlour (NASUWT) enquired if teachers in post required additional qualifications 
to meet the new SEN framework legislation. 
A:  Sharon confirmed that DE was consulting EA on how the new Learning Support Co-
ordinator would have to conform to the necessary qualifications.  She stressed that they 
did not want to create a workforce issue.  Sharon added that teachers’ in post did not 
require additional training.  However, as EA was in a better position to answer this 
question, Sharon agreed to provide an answer by email to members. 
 
Question 3: 
Q: Natalie Whelehan (Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People 
(NICCY)) made reference to Regulation 26 of the draft Special Educational Needs 
Regulations.  Draft Regulation 26 proposes to provide children over compulsory school 
age a new right to have access to assistance and support from a parent or another person 
when exercising their rights under the SEN framework.  She sought clarification from 
Sharon on whether this clause would be removed from Regulation 26 to ensure that 
children over 16 years would be entitled to receive independent and appropriately funded 
advocacy services to access their rights under the new SEND (NI) Act 2016. 
A: Sharon confirmed that the regulation will be amended to remove this clause and that 
while there were no plans to fund an independent advocacy service the EA would not be 
precluded from doing so by the Regulations. 
 
Question 4:  
Seán ÓMuireagáin (Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta) asked if EA will have responsibility for 
all sectors. 
A: Sharon confirmed that EA had responsibility for implementing the new legislation for all 
sectors including CCMS. 
 
Sharon highlighted that if any member had a further specific question to contact her 
directly. 
 

2.2  Draft Children and Young People’s Strategy 
Peter Hutchinson, Department of Education.  
Peter gave a presentation on the Children and Young People’s Strategy 2017-2027.  He 
highlighted the background of the Strategy and outlined the 3 key elements.  Two new 
outcomes were highlighted along with the 21 headline indicators. 
 
Peter explained that analysis of the consultation was being carried out and that they had 
received over 200 responses from stakeholders, children and young people, parents and 
guardians.  He highlighted emerging themes including the need to consider support for 
families, the importance of joined up action and the need to address the root causes of 
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different issues.  Peter concluded his presentation by thanking the forum for the 
opportunity to speak and stated that any queries could be emailed to him directly. 
 

3. QUB Research Project: Educational provision for children registered at school but 
not in class 
Professor Laura Lundy & Gavin Duffy from Queens University Belfast, School of Education  
Laura gave an overview of the ongoing research as part of a wider project also taking 
place in Cardiff, Edinburgh and the University of Oxford.  She asked members about 
potential sources of information. 
 
A number of JCF members highlighted potential sources of information that may prove 
helpful, including: 

• Home Schooling/Elective Home Education 
• Flexi schooling 
• Access to online learning such as that supported by C2k 
• Education other than at school (EOTAS) 
• Hospital schools 
• Exclusion areas within the school 
• Negative publicity for a school surrounding suspensions/ expulsions  
• Ineligibility to sit exams 
• Bullying 
• Use of reduced timetables/shortening of school days for children with SEN 
• Informal suspensions where EA is not formally notified by the school 
• Lack of recorded data to map the scale of the problem 
• Clarification needed from Department of Education on regulation of minimum school 

hours per day – need to issue fresh guidance for schools 
• DE research on experiences of LGBT children in school.  Draft report was to 

receive Ministerial approval for publication 
• Informal exclusions from school – e.g. where parents were advised to move their 

child to another school more suited to their needs 
• Need for earlier intervention and access to educational support services 

 
Laura and Gavin thanked members for the opportunity to attend the forum and for their 
feedback. 
 

4. Education Authority Strategic Plan 2017-2027 
Carol Johnston (Corporate Development, EA) 
Carol gave a presentation on the work in progress on the EA Strategic Plan.  She 
explained that EA was engaging with staff, young people and Principals and that an online 
survey was currently available, which could be accessed from the EA website.  Members 
were encouraged to complete the online survey and share their views. 
 
Carol highlighted the Key Strategic Priorities and outlined the outcomes EA will deliver 
focusing on these priorities.  The 3 Year Corporate Plan objectives were also highlighted.  
Carol finished by saying that the consultation closed on the 30th May 2017 and the Plan 
was due to be launched during Autumn 2017. 
 

5. Concluding Remarks and Close 
Kathryn Stevenson (Joint Chair - JCF) 
Kathryn thanked all the speakers at today’s forum and highlighted how this was a great 
opportunity to hear about new policies being developed with a particular focus on 
children’s wellbeing and improving outcomes for children in Northern Ireland 
 
Kathryn added that it was extremely useful to hear first-hand from the Department of 
Education on 2 significant policy documents - the new SEN Framework and the Draft 
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Children and Young People’s Strategy.  She stated that it was good to see interactive 
engagement with QUB and acknowledged that the information offered from members 
would be of use to that research project.  Kathryn closed the meeting by thanking 
members for attending. 
 
All presentations can be found on the EA website at http://www.eani.org.uk/about-
us/equality/equality-unit/joint-consultative-forum-documents/ 
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