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4 December 2019 
 
Dear Principal 
 
SCHOOL STOCK TAKE 2019-20 
 
2018/19 is the second year of the schools stock take exercise and in that year over 200 schools 
submitted stock take returns for the first time resulting in one off savings of circa. £9million directly 
benefitting schools. This brings the total number of schools who have counted stock since 2017/18 
to over 400.  Average stock valuations for schools in 2018/19 were £25k for Nursery Schools, 
£38k for Primary Schools and £99k for Post Primary.   
 
Completing a stock take has a number of benefits for your school, including one off savings in 
year 1 and ensuring that the expenditure reported by your school reflects only the goods used in 
the relevant financial year.  Schools are required to submit stock takes annually to maintain their 
schools position.   
 
In 2018/19 EA introduced the new Schools Stock Take Portal to reduce the administrative burden 
of annual stock takes, speed up the valuation process to enable earlier notification to schools, 
and enable greater transparency of stock valuations.  Over 85% of stock submissions were 
received via the new stock take portal for 2018/19, with over 107,000 items submitted for 
valuation.  For schools now on the portal, much of the hard work is done as stock information has 
been rolled forward for updating in 2019/20.   
 
In 2019-20 EA aims to support even more schools submit a stock return.  To provide schools with 
earlier access to stock valuation data to inform financial positions and enable effective financial 
planning for 2020-21, EA has recently secured agreement with the NIAO to bring the date of the 
school stocktake forward.   
 
Schools will now be able to count and submit stocktakes as at 31 December 2019 for the 
2019/20 financial year.  
  
The stocktake portal will be opened for schools to input stock data from 5 December 2019 
and will remain open until 24 January 2020 to facilitate this.   
 
The Schools Stocktake Guidance has been updated to reflect feedback from schools and now 
includes guidance on what stock items may include and how stock items are valued by EA.  
Please refer to the Stocktake section within the EA website at: https://www.eani.org.uk/school-
management/school-finance or within the stocktake portal per the link above. 
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With about 500 schools not yet on the portal, I would encourage schools to complete a stock take 
this year.  The stock team will continue to be on hand to provide any support required.  If you 
have any queries please do not hesitate to contact either Eleanor Bennett or Andrea Hughes 
within the stock team at stocktake@eani.org.uk or telephone: 
 

Eleanor Bennett  028 9056 4179 

Andrea Hughes  028 3751 2571 

 
Thank you for your continued cooperation. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 

Sinead McCartan 
Assistant Director, Accounting and Reporting 
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