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General guidelines and objectives of this curriculum 
support pack

The purpose of this curricculum support pack is to provide teachers with activities and resources to 
encourage local and newcomer pupils to read, explore and understand the stories in When the Lights 
Go Out. This pack includes activities for each story. These ideas were developed with K1 and K2 
teachers from primary schools across Northern Ireland in September 2019.

These are only suggestions, and teachers can draw on their own experience and imagination to use 
these resources for the best effect in their classrooms. 

Building towards inter-cultural competencies 

The Council of Europe identifies key inter-cultural competencies as: 

• Tolerance of ambiguity: the ability to accept lack of clarity and to be able to deal with 
ambiguous situations constructively

• Behavioural flexibility: the ability to adapt your own behaviour to different requirements and 
situations

• Communicative awareness: the ability to identify and use communicative conventions of people 
from other cultural backgrounds and to modify your own forms of expression correspondingly

• Knowledge discovery: the ability to acquire new knowledge of a culture and cultural practices 
and to use that knowledge in your nown communication and interaction

• Respect for otherness: curiosity, openness and a readiness to suspend belief about other 
cultures and about your own

• Empathy: the ability to understand intuitively what other people think and how they feel in given 
situations.

With this resource, our aim is that: 
• Pupils learn to identify concepts of the main character, the main issues, and enjoy the story.
• Pupils understand the ideas in the story and identify a connection to their own experiences.
• Pupils comprehend and think critically about the story.
• Pupils learn to formulate and express their individual opinions, and respect the opinions of others.
• Pupils learn the value of imagination.
• Pupils listen to the sounds in the pictures in the e-book to discover sounds they might not hear in their
current environment.
• Pupils listen to the Arabic/English audio for better verbal comprehension and pronunciation in their
second language.
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A list of sensory ideas and props to keep in mind for your activities where 
language is a barrier...

- puppets
- background music/instruments
- faery lights/lava lamps/mood lamps
- play pits/sand/shells
- water play
- texture of clothes
- “Theraplay” boxes

- taste/food
- black-out blinds
- blocks
- role play
- pictures
- mark making (chalk, pens, 
felt-tips, paint)

KS1 national curriculum on talking, listening, reading and writing... 

Talking and listening: Pupils can tell their own stories based on personal experiences and imagination; 
think about what they say and how they say it; speak in English or home languages; 
listen to, respond to and explore stories etc, through traditional and digital resources.

Reading: pupils can talk with their teachers about ways in which language is written down, identifying 
phrases, words, patterns or letters and other features of written language;
build up a sight vocabulary linked with a specific story.

Writing: pupils can participate in modelled, shared, guided and independent writing, including 
composing on-screen.

Tips for Reading with Pupils

1. Show the pupils the story and ask them to read the title aloud together. Give the pupils a few 
minutes to look at the cover page and the pictures, and talk with them about what they see.

2. Start with a warm up activity to motivate and engage the pupils and introduce the content of the 
story.  Stretching exercises and deep breathing can also be used.

3. Ask the pupils to sit down comfortably and review with them how to be a good listener and follow 
‘listening rules’.

4. Show the page of pictures opposite the title page and ask the pupils to point out what they see. 
What do they think the story will be about based on the pictures? Begin to read the story aloud and 
expressively.

5. Show the picture after reading each page. Pause to ask the pupils what they are seeing, what they 
are hearing, and what they enjoy about the pictures. Pause at critical interactive parts of the story to 
ask the pupils questions about the story in order to engage them and enhance their comprehension. 
Pause to highlight key vocabulary words.

6. Complete the reading and ask the pupils questions to assess their understanding and to connect 
the story to their lives. Find individual question suggestions per story in the following currciulum-
focused activities.
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Links to digital resources and additional resources

You can find Arabic-language radio plays, e-books and helpful methodologies at: www.kitabna.org.

You can access the digital version of When the Lights Go Out at anytime to support you in these 
activities, particularly if Arabic/English language audio could be helpful. Just go to The Kitabna 
Online Library: https://cloud.3dissue.com/74371/74721/library.html

Download this digital book for offline use 

To use this digital book offline, you will need an internet connection for one initital download, then 
you can use the book offline. Please follow these instructions. 

For computer:

1. Click on the “Download” icon in the top bar, shown here in red.
2. The digital book will start downloading to the laptop. This should launch automatically after 
download, but if not, go to your Downloads folder, and locate the latest downloaded file.
3. Listen to the text audio by clicking on the audio buttons. You can also listen to “soundscapes” in 
the illustrations by hovering above different parts of the pictures.
4. Navigate the book using the arrows and “Contents” icon in the top bar, shown here in red. You 
can also use these buttons to go to the page you need.
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For smartphone/tablet: 

1. Download the 3D Issue “Flipbook Viewer” App for Android on the tablet.
2. Reload this digital book on your tablet’s internet browser, and when it opens, click on the option to
VIEW the book in the Android App, shown here in red.
3. Simply open the downloaded digital book in the App to use the digital book offline.
4. Listen to the text audio by touching  the audio buttons:
You can also listen to “soundscapes” in the book’s illustrations by touching different parts of the
pictures. Simply touch different parts on the screen to listen. If the audio sound icons do not appear on
a page when swiping through the book, simply swipe back one page, and then forward again to see the
audio icon appear.
5. Navigate the book using fingers to the arrows, shown here in red. Tap anywhere on the screen to
access the Contents bar.
You can also use these buttons to go to the page you need:

Additional resources

In 2019 the Education Authority distributed a set of the 6 Kitabna books to your schools. You can find 
them in your libraries.

Students with low levels of English could benefit from after school learning opportunities. If your school 
does not have an after-school club attached, please signpost student to Family Support NI. Here is a list 
of Out of School clubs: https://www.familysupportni.gov.uk/Search/Results?sTypeID=138&serviceID=155 
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Additional resources available online: 

The following resources are referenced in the cross-curricular activities... 

Toolkits for Diversity: https://www.eani.org.uk/school-management/
intercultural-education-service-ies/newcomers/toolkits-for-diversity

Ways of Seeing I: https://www.eani.org.uk/publications/toolkit/ways-of-seeing-1

Ways of Seeing II: https://www.eani.org.uk/publications/toolkit/ways-of-seeing-2 

Language of the month: https://www.newburyparkschool.net

Equella: https://www.eani.org.uk/school-management/intercultural-education-service-ies/
newcomers/my-school

Roma, Traveller History Month: www.gypsy-traveller.org

Teaching Empathy and Reciprocity: capacity-resource.middletownautism.com

Cruse Bereavement: northern.ireland@cruse.org.uk

BBC2 ‘Seeking Refuge’ series: www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01k7c4q/clips

Language Fact Sheets: https://www.eani.org.uk/school-management/
intercultural-education-service-ies

CEFR adapted resource information for Upper Primary Titanic resources available: https://
www.eani.org.uk/school-management/intercultural-education-service-ies/newcomers/
resources

Museum resources:

Museums NI: www.nmni.com

The Usborne Internet-Linked Encyclopaedia of World Religions: usborne.com/quicklinks/
eng/catalogue/catalogue.aspx?cat=1&loc=usa&area=RL&subcat=RWR&id=4173

The British Museum, Introduction to Islam: britishmuseum.org/explore/themes/hajj/
introduction_to_islam.aspx.

The Victoria and Albert Museum, Schools Using the Jameel Gallery of Art: vam.ac.uk/
content/articles/s/schools-using-the-jameel-gallery-of-islamic-art/.

Discover Islamic Art: discoverislamicart.org/index.php.
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Cross-curricular links  
and additional resources 

Key

KS1: link to Key Stage 1 Northern Ireland curriculum
KS2: link to Key Stage 2 Northern Ireland curriculum 

TFD: link to activities in Toolkits for Diversity 
AR: link to additional resources including IES Primary Resources on Equella

WOS: link to Ways of Seeing I and II
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Language and Literacy 

1) Introduce pupils to folklore and fairytales with local 
stories, poems and legends. You could even invite local 
storytellers to come for a session!
2) Sequencing vocabulary: introduce pupils to first, next, 
then, etc.
3) Invite pupils to share words from their native languages, 
even just hello, goodbye, thank you and how are you.
4) Explore the literary devices such as the symbols, 
images, and similes used to develop drama, emotion and 
depth in the text and characters.
TFD: Early Classroom Days + Communication 
with Home pp. 86-90.
AR: Kitabna website + Language of the Month

World Around Us
1) Explore local landmarks, places of interest,
bridges, and a map of Northern Ireland.
2) Discuss renewable energy (wind turbines,
solar panels, recycling and the environment).
3) Discuss electrical circuits and
communication - you could even make “old
telephones” using cans and string!
4) Look at diffrent flags from around the
world.
5) Discuss the mayor and different jobs that
help us/civil society function.

KS1: Strand 3: Place  
KS2: Strand 2: Movement and Energy 
AR: IES Primary Resources can be found on 
Equella

Arts
1) Explore artists and painters, for example Vincent van
Gogh’s “Starry Night".

2) Explore music and the soundscapes in the digital books.

3) Make junk models of the buildings/objects in the story,
for e.g. Belfast City Hall, Cave Hill, lampposts, cranes etc.

KS1: Art and Design: Three Dimensional Construction       
AR: NI Museums

Add Some Maths... 

1) Shape and dimensions of the
buildings in the story can be explored
with 3D constructions.
2) Explore time by looking at day and
night.

Religious Education 

1) Discuss the similarities and
differences pupils see around
them.
2) Explore cultural differences
(clothes/hats/head dresses/
national costumes).

WOS II: Similarities: The 
Creation Story p. 31 

ICT 
1) Use Google Maps/
Google Earth to explore 
the different parts of 
Ireland in the story.
2) Research places of 
interest and create 
presentations about these.
3) Use the iPad to show 
photos of geographical 
locations.

TFD: Sense of belonging p. 53
AR: Kitabna e-books

PDMU (Personal Development 
and Mutual Undertstanding)

1) Explore the role of flags, what identity 
means, and the importance of respecting 
others.
2) Look at the emotions/facial expressions of 
characters in the stories, and discuss empathy 
and reactions.
3) Discuss group mentalities and the challenges 
we face in groups and as individuals at school 
and in the wider community.
4) Discuss experiences of bullying and how it 
can make us/others feel.

KS2: Strand 2: Theme 5 
AR: Roma Traveller History 

The frame narrative 
of the lampposts
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Language and Literacy 

1) Introduce pupils to folklore and fairytales with local 
stories, poems and legends. You could even invite local 
storytellers to come for a session!
2) Introduce the English alphabet and the Arabic alphabet -
ask your Arabic-speaking pupils to help!
3) Invite pupils to share words from their native languages, 
even just hello, goodbye, thank you and how are you.
4) Explore the literary devices such as the symbols, images, 
and similes used to develop drama, emotion and depth in 
the text and characters.

AR: IES Language fact sheets 
TFD: Intercultural awareness at classroom level  p. 134 

World Around Us 
1) Create an “Under the Sea” exhibition 
using shells, sand, fossils etc.
2) Explore which fabrics/materials are 
waterproof/not waterproof.
3) Investigate seals, puffins, and other 
local sealife

4) Discuss lighthouses and safety at sea.
5) Explore Northern Lights/Aurora 
Borealis
6) Discuss clothes throughout seasons
7) Explore the weather and seasons.
8) Discuss the solar system.
9) Discuss different capital cities
(Damascus, Dublin, London, Paris etc).

10) Discuss NWSE with a compass.
11) Explore local history of Raithlin 
Island, Scotland, and The Giants 
Causeway.

Arts

1) Make a seascape with a variety of media (batik/land art/recycling 
materials).

2) Paint landscapes.
3) Art appreciation of painters capturing land/seascapes.
4) Make sea soundscapes and music and explore sea shanties.
5) Create chalk pictures of the Aurora Borealis.

Add Some Maths... 

1) Sorting using shells in sets.
2) Discover tide times.
3) Explore the phases of the moon (shapes,
months, calendars).

Religious Education 

1) Discuss the similarities and 
differences pupils see around 
them.

2) Explore cultural differences
(clothes/hats/head dresses/
national costumes).
3) Discuss Damascus
(mosques, churches).

WOS II: Journeys p. 7

PE and Our Bodies 

1) Swimming.
2) Camogie, hockey, rugby,
hurling.
3) Bat/ball games.
4) National dance/waltzing/
dance around the world.

PDMU (Personal 
Development 
and Mutual 
Undertstanding)

1) “Stranger Danger”: explore
the dangers of talking to
strangers.
2) Explore different standards
and cultural norms when
getting changed/wearing
swimwear.
3) Personal hygiene while
swimming.

ICT 

1) Use Google Maps/
Google Earth to 
explore the different 
parts of Ireland in the 
story.
2) Research places of 
interest and create 
presentations.
3) Use Garage Band/
iPods to create 
different soundtracks.

The Seal Girl,
Ballycastle

KS1: Strand 3: Place  
KS2: Strand 2: Movement and Energy
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Language and Literacy 

1) Introduce the English alphabet and the Arabic alphabet - ask 
your Arabic-speaking pupils to help!
2) Invite pupils to share words from their native languages, even 
just hello, goodbye, thank you and how are you.
3) Ask each pupil to write a letter in their language, and if they 
can’t write, to draw a picture they would like to send to someone.

4) Teach pupils: “How we write our address”.
5) Explore traditions of animals talking in folklore.
6) Investigate the different ways in which animals communicate.
7) Discuss methods of communication: writing, messages, emails, 
texts, braille.

World Around Us 

1) Explore the history of letters and
the Post Office.
2) Explore the history of
communications (hill fires and tribal
communication etc).
3) Explore the history of mobile
phone communication.
4) Discuss the geography of place
names/places in the world.
5) Do some map work: where is
Antrim?
6) Investigate stamps from around
the world.
7) Research project: herons.

Arts

1) Drama: create a role play
about people who help us, for
example at the Post Office, and
how letters get lost and sent.
2) Listen to the digital book to
experiecne soundscapes with
the heron, the river, music - and
encrouage pupils to make their
own!
3) Collect different types of
feathers.
4) Sticking/stamping.

Add Some 
Maths... 

1) Discuss the price of 
stamps.

PDMU (Personal Development and 
Mutual Undertstanding)

1) Discuss the difficulties that exist with language barriers.
2) Explore emotional literacy, expressing feelings and needs.
3) Discuss occupations/jobs of people who help us in everyday life.
4) Explore human relationships with animals (wild animals/pets).
5) Explore how some families are separated, with sensitivity to
pupils affected by diaspora.

6) Post a letter (post one back for class!).
7) Deliver letters/things to other classes.
TFD: Intercultural awareness at classroom level p. 134 
The European Language Portfolio p. 134
A sense of place page p. 132
AR: Kitabna book The Bird Words

ICT 

1) Use Google Maps/
Google Earth to explore
the different parts of
Ireland in the story.
2) Create a video on the
subject of how to write a
letter.
3) Use the green screen
to film pupils in different
locations.

The Heron Post, 
Antrim
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Language and Literacy 

1) Introduce pupils to folklore and fairytales 
with local stories, poems and legends. You 
could even invite local storytellers to come for 
a session!
2) Introduce the English alphabet and the 
Arabic alphabet - ask your Arabic-speaking 
pupils to help!
3) Invite pupils to share words from their 
native languages, even just hello, goodbye, 
thank you and how are you.
4) Ask each pupil to write a story about, or 
describe with audio, the tooth fairy as they 
imagine her/him.
5) Ask each pupil to write a letter to the tooth 
fairy, or describe with audio, what they would 
like to receive when they lose their teeth.

World Around Us 

1) Explore the idea of memory using personal histories and
heirlooms (ask the pupils to bring an heirloom or special
object from their family to class one day).
2) Discuss the difference in climate/weather in Syria and
Bangor.
3) Investigate oil lamps and electrical lights.
4) Discuss dentists with pupils, perhaps invite one in to
speak!
5) Introduce healthy eating to pupils (design a healthy snack
lunchbox).
6) Use a scientific model/images to understand the layout of
teeth in our mouths, and their biological function.
KS2 Strand 1: Interdependence
KS2 Strand 2: Movement and Energy  

Arts
1) Drama: create a role play
of fairies and their lives in
Northern Ireland.
2) Ask pupils to draw/paint what
they think the tooth fairy might
look like.
3) Create fairy wings using
paper and materials.
4) Put rice in wrapping paper
tubes to create rain sticks, and
create the sound of rain.

Add Some Maths... 
1) Discuss money and
different currencies we use
around the world.
2) Timelines (day and night,
before and after).

Religious Education 
1) Discuss the similarities and
differences in different belief
systems, for eg. are fairies real,
where do they live etc.
KS1: RE learning objective 3: 
morality, respect for each 
other 
WOS II: Similarities: 
The Creation Story p. 31.

PE and Our Bodies 

1) How to fall asleep when
we are too excited: slow
breathing exercises.
2) Explore journeys and
travel.

PDMU (Personal 
Development 
and Mutual 
Undertstanding)
1) Discuss the different myths that 
exist between different traditions 
and cultures.
2) Explore taking care of our teeth 
and oral hygiene.
3) Explore how some families 
move to new places, and the 
challenges they might face.
4) Ask pupils to share ideas of 
what they do when it is raining 
outside.
AR: Kitabna books The Bird
Words, The Cat’s Family
TFD: Intercultural awareness 
at classroom level pp. 132-4

ICT 

1) Use Google Maps/Google
Earth to explore the different
parts of the world in the story.
2) Use the Kitabna e-book to
listen to the soundscapes in
the story.

The Lamp and The Tooth Fairy, 
Bangor
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Language and Literacy 
1) Introduce pupils to folklore 
and fairytales with local 
stories, poems and legends. 
You could even invite local 
storytellers to come for a 
session!
2) Introduce the English 
alphabet and the Arabic 
alphabet - ask your Arabic-
speaking pupils to help!
3) Invite pupils to share food 
words from their native 
languages, such as bread, 
milk, cake, tabbouleh, falafel 
etc.
4) Ask each pupil to write a 
story about, or describe with 
audio, a mermaid as they 
imagine her/him.

World Around Us 
1) Explore, the history, place names, bridges and walls of Derry/
Londonderry.
2) Locate Derry/Londonderry on a map, and explore the rivers and sea
surrounding it.
3) Explore different jobs, such as a tailor, and ask pupils what they
would like to work as when they are older.
4) “Home Is Where We Live”: explore different ideas of home, for
example, the ocean is home for Oceana.
5) Discuss and explore the different kinds of trees that are native to
Northern Ireland, and to other countries like Syria.
6) Discuss different food types, and perhaps even bring in some snacks
for everyone to try, or “Bring Your Food To Class” day.
7) Create an “Under the Sea” exhibition using shells, sand and marine
materials. Explore local sealife.

KS1: Strand 3: Place   KS2: Strand 3: Place
TFD: Intercultural awareness at classroom level
A sense of place  p. 132 

Arts
1) Ask pupils to draw what they think a mermaid looks like.
2) Create a mermaid skirt (film, knitting, sewing).
3) Try painting the different colours of the sky at different times of
day.

4) Create sand drawings and seascapes with a variety of media
(batik/land art/recycled materials).
5) Look at different samples of artist’s depictions of the sea and
mermaids.
6) Use music and instruments to make sea soundscapes and sea
shanties.

Religious Education 

1) Discuss the similarities and
differences in different belief
systems, for eg. are mermaids
real, where do they live etc.
KS1: RE learning objective 3: 
Morality, respect for each 
other  
WOS II: Similarities: The 
Creation Story p. 31
TFD: Learning the basics 
about different religions p. 
133

PE and Our Bodies 

1) Swimming - or use music and movement involving a
variety of creatures found in the ocean.

PDMU (Personal 
Development and Mutual 
Undertstanding)
1) Discuss the different myths that exist 
between different traditions and 
cultures.
2) Explore how some families move to 
new places, and the challenges they 
might face.
3) Discuss different hospitality traditions 
(coming home for tea, sleepovers etc)

4) Discuss friendship between cultures.
5) Discuss difficulties people might face 
with mobility if they are differently 
abled.

ICT 

1) Ask the pupils to create a 
menu  from their house, and 
from around the world.
2) As each pupil to write a letter 
to the tooth fairy, or describe 
with audio, what they would like 
to receive when they lose their 
teeth.

The Mermaid Who Came 
to Tea, Derry/Londonderry

TFD: Getting ready pp. 10-44
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Language and Literacy 

1) Introduce pupils to the “Titanic” with local stories, 
newspaper clippings and poems. You could even invite a 
local historian to come for a session!
2) Ask the pupils to write a story about working at the 
Docks in the 1900s, or record one using audio device.
3) Ask the pupils to write a story from the perspective of 
the boat, or record one using audio device.

World Around Us 

1) Explore the idea of memory using personal
histories and heirlooms (ask the pupils to bring
an heirloom or special object from their family to
class one day).
2) Arrange a trip to the Titanic museum, or if not
possible, look on their website for their online
teaching resources.
3) Research project: The “Titanic”.
4) Explore the differences between Belfast then
(1912) and now.
5) Discuss different forms of transport used then
(1912) and now.
6) Investigate the Titanic’s planned route to the
USA.

Arts

1) Build a “Titanic” 3D model.
2) Ask pupils to draw the
“Titanic”
3) Create a role play of daily life
in the Docks
4) Hold a day of dressing up in
1920s clothes.
5) Try painting the sky at
different times of the day.

Add Some Maths... 

1) Discuss how many vowels are
in the word “Titanic”.
2) Explore the distance the
Titanic planned to travel, and
how we measure it (miles, km).
3) Ask pupils to measure how far
they live from school.
4) Count the number of
passengers on the ship
compared to lifeboats.
5) Look at dates in the year, in
the century.

Religious 
Education 

1) Discuss the similarities
and differences in
communities working
together in the Docks to
build the “Titanic”.

PDMU (Personal 
Development 
and Mutual 
Undertstanding)

1) Circle time sharing: how
do we talk about loss and
disaster?
2) Explore the migration
journey of people boarding
the Titanic, how some
families move to new
places, and the challenges
they might face.
3) Discuss how we can
overcome difference with
acts of kindness.
AR: Cruse Bereavement 
Care

ICT 

1) Use Google Maps/Google
Earth to explore the “Titanic”
journey.
2) Do online research to find
out about the boat, life on the
boat for each class, and the
tragedy.

The Old Titanic Lamp, 
Belfast

AR: IES Primary Resources on the Titanic can 
be found on Equella
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Language and Literacy 

1) Introduce pupils to folklore and fairytales
with local stories, poems and legends. You
could even invite local storytellers to come for
a session!
2) Explore Ulster Scots (with the CCA
resource).
3) Ask pupils to try some instructional writing
about food (recipes, ingredients lists).
4) Try story sacks with pupils.

World Around Us 
1) Discuss different kinds of light (moon, fairylights).
2) Explore the geographical locations explored in the 
story.
3) Discuss the differences and similarities in weather 
between Syria and Northern Ireland.

4) Research project: woodpeckers.
5) Look at festival foods with pupils.
6) Explore the rivers, mountains and oceans of Ireland and 
the world.
KS2: SEN/ SLD Me in the World
WOS II: Celebrations p. 11
TFD: Intercultural awareness at whole school level p. 130

Arts

1) Create role plays around folklore, festivals and the story.
2) Make Christmas music and explore different festive
decorations.
3) Explore Eid music and explore different festive
decorations.
4) Make Chinese lanterns with pupils.
5) Plan activities for “One World Day”.

Add Some Maths... 

1) Discuss time related to Eid.
2) Discuss the seasons, the
quarters of the year, the
different calendars.
3) Discuss ages, years,
months.

Religious Education 
1) Discuss the similarities and
differences in different belief
systems, for eg. are fairies real, where
do they live etc.
2) Discuss Christmas around the
world.

3) Discuss celebrations of Eid.
4) Explore fasting/feasting (Lent/
Ramadan).
KS2: RE: Learning Objective 2: 
The Christian Church, Worship 
and Prayer 
WOS II: Celebrations p. 11

PE and Our Bodies 

1) How to fall asleep when
we are too excited: slow
breathing exercises.
2) Explore journeys and
travel.

PDMU (Personal Development 
and Mutual Undertstanding)
1) Discuss the different myths that exist 
between different traditions and cultures.
2) Discuss mutual understanding of local and 
wider communities (Strand 2: Unit 4).
3) Explore our feelings and emotions during 
festivals.

4) Discuss: “what makes me me?”
5) Explore family traditions.
6) Discuss family as a concept.
TFD: Intercultural awareness at classroom 
level - Identity card activity p. 132

ICT 

1) Use Google Maps/
Google Earth to explore
the different parts of the
world in the story.
2) Use the digital
books to listen to the
soundscapes in the story.

When Faeries Came for Eid, 
Enniskillen

13



Language and Literacy 

1) Invite pupils to share words from their native 
languages, even just hello, goodbye, thank you and how 
are you.

2) Explore the Irish language and proverbs.
3) Discuss the themes of storytelling in the story.
4) Ask pupils to write a story from a past generation, or 
record one with audio device.
5) Ask pupils to write a story of what it might feel like to 
arrive in a new place for the first time (for eg. arriving in 
Ireland, or a holiday destination), or record with audio.

AR: The Arrival by Shaun Tan
ISBN: 10:0734415869

World Around Us 

1) Explore the idea of memory using personal 
histories and heirlooms (ask the pupils to 
bring an heirloom or special object from their 
family to class one day).

2) Explore the history of emigration in Ireland.
3) Discuss borders between countries, for eg. 
in Ireland, in the EU, in the Middle East.
4) Explore themes of settlement and 
resettlement in the story and in daily life.
5) Introduce map reading, how to get from 
Dublin to Belfast.
6) If possible, plan a trip to the Ulster Folk 
and Transport Museum and Castle Ward.
7) Investigate life in the past: what has 
changed, and what has stayed the same?

Arts

1) Drama: create a role play of the
lampposts and their lives in Northern
Ireland and the South.
2) Ask pupils to draw/paint lampposts from
their streets/the school, and give them
personalities.

Add Some Maths... 

1) Discuss money and
different currencies we use
in the UK and Ireland.
2) Timelines (day and night,
before and after).

PE and Our 
Bodies 

1) Introduce traditional
Irish sports.
2) Experiment with
drumming and dance.

PDMU (Personal Development and 
Mutual Undertstanding)

1) Explore how and why some families move to new
places, and the challenges they might face.
2) Explore friendship between peoples and cultures.
3) Circle time discussion about leaving home and
arriving in a new place.
AR: Roma Traveller History Month + BBC ‘Seeking 
Refuge’ series + Kitabna book The Birds Words + 
The Seeds of Friendship by Michael Foreman

ICT 

1) Use Google Maps/
Google Earth to explore
the different parts of the
world in the story.
2) Use podcasts to
research and listen
to different stories of
migration.

Two People Shorten the Road, 
Dublin to Belfast 

14




