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Learning about money 

 

As the saying goes ‘money makes the world go round’, so it may be useful for your child to 

build up their money awareness. We are becoming a cashless society, certainly during this 

pandemic cash has not been an acceptable currency in a lot of shops. This has reduced the 

amount of natural exposure our young people are having to physical money. However, in 

normal times cash is an essential part of life for many people. Therefore, it may be useful to 

create some learning experiences to build up your young person’s understanding of money. 

Visual learning is often more impactful for young people, using real coins may make the link 

to real life money awareness easier. However, you may wish to ensure all coins are washed 

thoroughly before any activities. It is important to be aware if your child has any allergy’s 

related to coins or is likely to put coins in their mouth using real coins may not be safe or 

appropriate and alternatives should be sought.  

A good starting point may be to look at coin recognition. You could; 

 Use crayons and a page do coin rubbings, notice their various patterns.  

 Use sticky tape to tape coins to a page. Give your child loose coins to match 

them on top.  

 Sort coins by colour or shape 

Once your child is confident in this coin recognition you may wish to move on to 

understanding coin values. You could;  

 Sort coins by value. 

 Use the blank side of a cereal box, make a line with an arrow and ask your 

child to sort coins from smallest to biggest value. E.g. 1p-£2 or reverse 

biggest to smallest value £2-1p 

 Price real everyday items using post-it notes and ask your child to make the 

price using the correct coins. Remember to keep prices achievable.   
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 If you are feeling really adventurous you could make an at home tuck shop 

for snack time and give them some coins to buy their snack.   

 Set up a role play based shop or maybe use real cupboard food. Be mindful of 

the prices you allocate as you want to make the learning achievable.  

 

 

Next you may want to focus on adding money and then subtracting to give change. 

You could; 

 

 Use a bun tray with a post-it or bun case stating an amount of money. Give 

them coins and let them sort.  

 Use free interactive online resources as mentioned in the suggestion table.  

 

Once your child is confident in these areas, you may want to introduce the concept of 

budgeting. ‘You don’t get anything for free’ phrase may start to make more sense during 

this learning activity.  

You could; 

 Set them a grocery budget to make one meal and let them do a pretend shop on 

online grocery sites (Supervision will be required to ensure you don’t get an 

unexpected delivery!) 

 Give them a budget for a fun day after lockdown ends and let them plan an 

activity. They may have to do some research on costings online.  

 

 

 

 

Whatever stage your young person is starting at try and make it FUN  
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Suggested Resources to Support Learning Money 

YouTube 
 
The money song for UK 
children 

 https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=dFzAU3u06Ps 

YouTube 
 
Money Story for UK 
Children. 

 https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=o-d5n3ltpwg 

Twinkl 
PowerPoint  
‘Counting money’ 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/res
ource/t-s-3311-maths-
intervention-counting-
money-powerpoint-and-
activity-sheets 

Twinkl 
Money cut outs 
printable 

 https://www.twinkl.co.uk/res
ource/t-n-1357-new-british-
coins-cut-outs-lifesize 

Natwest  
 
Various resources 
including online 
sessions via Facebook 
Mondays at 10.00am  

 

https://natwest.mymoneysen
se.com/home/ 

Top Marks 
 
Interactive money 
games 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk
/maths-games/5-7-
years/money 
or  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk
/maths-games/7-11-
years/money 

Danske Bank 
SMART Junior 
introduces the topic of 
money to Primary 
school Children with 
interactive activities 
and workbooks.  

 https://danskebank.co.uk/ab

out-

us/responsibility/financial-

confidence 
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