
EDUCATION  AUTHORITY          EAB/9/20/4.2   
    

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD HELD ON 

THURSDAY, 27 AUGUST 2020 AT 10.00 AM (blended meeting – in Antrim and by zoom)    

 

1. PRESENT Ms S O'Connor (Chair) 
 

Mrs F Boyd Mrs S Kelly 

Mr J Craig  Mr O McMullan 

Mr G Doran Mr K Mulvenna 

Mr G Lundy  Miss R Rainey   

Mr M Johnston  
    

   

2. IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Ms S Long, Mr P O’Rawe, and Ms L McCall. 
 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members were reminded of the requirement to declare any relevant interest in relation to the 

matter under consideration. 
 

 

4. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONDUCT OF MEETINGS BY 

ELECTRONIC MEANS  

 

Underlined sections are subject to legal advice privilege. 
 

Mr O’Rawe said that, in order to provide for the conduct of EA meetings by electronic means, it 

was necessary for the Board to consider making temporary amendments to Standing Orders.  

[He presented a paper* (EAB/8A/20/3) which gave full details of the rationale for temporary 

amendments, including the suggested additional clauses for insertion into Standing Orders].   

Mr O’Rawe said that any temporary provisions made to Standing Orders to provide for the 

conduct of meetings by electronic means agreed by the Board should be reconsidered by the 

Board prior to 30 June 2021.  At that stage, the Board could consider making the amendments 

permanent, with or without further amendment, or allowing the amendments to lapse. 
 

Mr Doran entered the meeting at 11.35 am. 
 

[Members queried whether matters relating to confidentiality of meetings and the withdrawal of 

Members from meetings would be appropriately addressed.  Mr O’Rawe said that Standing Order 

4.10 already addressed confidentiality matters].  Mr O’Rawe also outlined the proposed 

temporary provision which related to the withdrawal of Members from meetings in remote 

attendance.   
 

Mr O’Rawe suggested some further minor changes to the proposed temporary amendments to 

Standing Orders.  These further amendments received the support of Members. 
 

Mrs Kelly entered the meeting at 11.43 am. 
 

On the proposal of Mr Craig, seconded by Miss Rainey, the Board agreed that the temporary 

provisions including the further non substantive amendments suggested by Mr O’Rawe, would 

be incorporated into Standing Orders in order to provide for the conduct of meetings by electronic 

means, as set out below: 

  



After Standing Order 3.7 insert:  
 

“3.8  Temporary Provision - Meeting held by remote attendance  
 

Until 30th June 2021 or such other date as the EA Board may determine, any reference in these 

Standing Orders to: 
 

a) a ‘meeting’ is not limited to a meeting of persons all of whom, or any of whom, are 

present in the same place;  

b) a ‘venue’ or ‘place’ where a meeting is held, or to be held, includes reference to more 

than one venue or place including electronic, digital, or virtual locations such as internet 

locations, web addresses or conference telephone numbers;  

c) ‘remote attendance’ means the attendance by a Member or an EA Officer at a meeting 

at any time, including for the purposes of the meeting’s quorum, if all of the following 

conditions are satisfied. These conditions are that the Member or EA Officer in remote 

attendance is able at that time—  

(i) to hear, and where practicable see, and be so heard, and where practicable be 

seen by, the other Members in attendance;  and 

(ii) to be so heard and, where practicable, be seen by any members of the public in 

attendance.  
 

‘Members present’ and ‘Members present and voting on the decision’ includes a Member being 

present through ‘remote attendance’.  
 

‘Open to the public” includes access to the meeting being through remote means including (but 

not limited to) video conferencing (in the case of deputations), live webcast, and live [interactive] 

streaming and where a meeting is accessible to the public through such remote means the 

meeting is open to the public whether or not members of the public are able to attend the 

meeting in person.  
 

A Member in remote attendance will be deemed to have left the meeting where, at any point in 

time during the meeting, any of the conditions for remote attendance contained in (c) above are 

not met. In such circumstance the Chair may, as they deem appropriate;  
 

(i) adjourn the meeting for a short period to permit the conditions for remote attendance of a 

Member contained in (a) above to be re-established;  

(ii) count the number of Members in attendance for the purposes of the quorum; or  

(iii) continue to transact the remaining business of the meeting in the absence of the Member 

in remote attendance.  
 

If the Chair is made aware that the meeting is not accessible to the public through remote 

means, due to any technological or other failure of provision, then the Chair shall adjourn the 

meeting immediately. If the provision of access through remote means cannot be restored 

within a reasonable period, then the remaining business will be considered at a time and date 

fixed by the Chair. If he or she does not fix a date, the remaining business will be considered 

at the next ordinary meeting.” 

 

After Standing Order 8.4 insert: 
 

“8.5  Temporary Provision - Remote Voting  
 

Until 30th June 2021 or such other date as the EA Board may determine, where any or all 

Members are in remote attendance at a meeting, the Chair shall take the vote by either 

affirmation if there is no dissent or by roll-call and the number of votes for or against the motion 

or amendment or abstaining from voting will be recorded.”  



 

After Standing Order 13.5 c) insert: 

 

“d)  Temporary Provision - Withdrawal from meeting by Member in Remote 

Attendance  
 

Until 30th June 2021 or such other date as the EA Board may determine, where any 

Member in attendance at a meeting through remote attendance declares an interest in 

any item of business that would normally require them to withdraw in line with Standing 

Order 13.5 a), they must disconnect from the meeting and cease remote attendance 

thereby avoiding any participation in either the discussion or the voting process. Their 

withdrawal will be confirmed by the appropriate EA Officer designated to provide 

secretariat services to the EA Board, who will invite the relevant Member by link, email 

or telephone, to re-join the meeting at the appropriate time.” 

 

It was noted that the temporary amendments would be reconsidered by the Board in advance of the 

review date of 30 June 2021. 
 

 

 

 

The meeting ended at 11.45 am.  
 
 

     
Chair Chief Executive  Date       


